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Changing Times Brings People & Community Together
It hard to predict how the Covid 19 pandemic
has progressed by the Bme this newsleOer
reaches you. We hope you are in good health and
doing well coping with the realiBes of the
disease and its aﬀects on your life.
The bright and cheery sunﬂower was
selected as the theme for the April 2020
newsleOer. No ﬂower can liW someone’s
spirits quite like the sunﬂower. Perhaps we
all need to plant a sunﬂower or two this
spring to remind us of the happiness, joy and
posiBvity the ﬂower symbolizes.
Despite the recent inconvenience of no face to
face meeBngs the Wyandot County Community
FoundaBon conBnues to fulﬁll its mission for the
beOerment of the community. This leOer highlights our
accomplishments and features a personal story from T. Dwain Sayre.
The FoundaBon has 20 funds. As of December 31, 2019
A total of $192,567.20 was awarded through distribuBons from 18 funds.
2 funds will begin distribuBons at the Bme of the donors death.
$21,456.00 went to 17 deserving students from 9 scholarship funds
$156,396.20 was giWed to chariBes by donors through 7 donor
directed and advised funds.
$13,141.00 was awarded from the WCCF Grant Program from 2
community funds and a fund raising event.
In October the Board’s outreach commiOee held a Lunch and Learn Workshop for
nonproﬁts. Guest speaker, Julie Payeﬀ, Community Commitment Manager of The
Andersons, Inc., shared ways to add value to nonproﬁts by uBlizing an organizaBon’s
Bme, talent and treasure. The display commiOee assisted Upper’s Winter Fantasy of
Lights with 2 displays and presentaBons were made to Sycamore Lioness and Upper
Sandusky Rotary.
Currently the board is evaluaBng our strengths, weakness, opportuniBes for growth
and threats that would slow progress. Self evaluaBon will ulBmately lead to a
Strategic Plan for the future growth of the FoundaBon. We are also looking for an
intern to handle social media while plans for a fund raising workshop and new logo
are underway. Establishing new funds in support of the community is aways a high
priority as we meet the philanthropic needs of individuals and families.
Jean Gogried, President

Doing Good. Forever.
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Like Us On

A GUIDE FOR LIVING
(Matthew 22:36-40)
“Teacher, Which is the most important commandment?” Jesus
replied, “You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, and
your soul, and all your mind.’ This is the Jirst and greatest
commandment. A second is equally important: ‘Love your neighbor
as yourself.”
“These commandments were a guide for living our lives," said

Dwain Sayre, who shared 54 years of marriage with his wife
Marilyn until her passing in November 2018. The following is a
story about Dwain’s and Marilyn’s life together, their strong faith
in God and their commitment of giving to others.

LOVE THY NEIGHBOR
Written by T. Dwain Sayre

After being married approximately 5 years, it became evident a
family of our own was not possible. We worked at jobs involving
Marilyn & Dwain
youth - Marilyn as a 4-H secretary and me a vocational
agriculture teacher and FFA advisor. Both of us volunteered as
Christian Youth Fellowship counselors. Those youth and some of their parents became our extended
family and neighbors. We were volunteering our time over and beyond our jobs to help others as we
could, but looking ahead, maybe we could help in a monetary way.
I was aware that high school students needed Sinancial assistance to further their education. Even though
our money was tight with farm payments, church tithing and retirement investments we decided to set
aside $20 per month in what we hoped would become a Scholarship Fund in support of students
pursuing a career in agriculture.
The money was invested at Edward Jones through the Mohawk FFA Alumni Association, a 501(c)(3)
organization. As the fund grew and additional donations were made, the FFA Alumni awarded a number
of small scholarships to graduating seniors pursuing agriculture education.
At some point the IRS mixed up the Alumni Association’s 501(c)(3) status. To get things corrected a 36
page application, a $300 registration fee and a 6 month waiting period were required. That’s when the
group decided the Wyandot County Community Foundation an afSiliate of the Toledo Community
Foundation should handle the scholarship. A fund document was written following the Alumni
Association guidelines and money was transferred into the fund. Awarding of scholarships has been a
smooth process ever since.
Scholarship award procedures are simple.
• An application form is created.
• The Scholarship is announced, and available through the school’s guidance
department.
• Completed applications are mailed to WCCF.
• A committee selects the recipient, according to the WCCF fund agreement.
• Scholarship winners are announced at the FFA Banquet or Awards Night
Program.
• WCCF sends scholarship payment to the student’s college account.

Besides saving for a scholarship, we were fortunate to build a small nest egg by investing $20 a month in
variable annuity funds. Over time the annuities grew immensely.
We learned about changes in annuity rules from Bill Aubrey, our Financial Advisor. The type of annuity
we owned was no longer offered and had to be cashed out. Taking cash would have put us personally in a
higher tax bracket and about 40% of the gain would be lost. He suggested we talk with a philanthropic
services ofSicer at the Toledo Community Foundation to establish a Donor Advised Growth Fund. The
Fund would allow us to select those charitable causes we wished to support upon our death. The ofSicer
explained the procedures to Marilyn and myself. We were able to transfer the annuity funds to TCF/WCCF
without any tax consequences.
Through our relationship with the Wyandot County Community Foundation and its advisors at the Toledo
Community Foundation we have seen how funds can make a difference. Because of their careful
management we know our investments are safe and that the Foundation will follow our wishes. Here are
a few advantages I have learned about charitable giving through a Foundation.
ADVANTAGES OF FOUNDATIONS
• The Foundation manages donor accounts working to meet donor wishes to the fullest extent allowed by
law.
• The Foundation offers funds for growth, annual distributions or depletion according to the donors
wishes.
• The Foundation assists donors to designate another person or family members as fund advisors.
• The foundation will check 501(c)(3) eligibility of all desired donor recipients.
• The Foundation accepts gifts of cash, securities, real estate, life insurance and retirement accounts to
create a fund.
• Gifts may be added to funds at anytime.
• Stocks with high capital gains can be transferred directly to the Foundation account without tax liability
which keeps the donor’s taxable income lower.
• The Foundation offers all the beneSits of a Private Foundation without the administrative burdens.
• The Foundation takes care of all paper work, provides quarterly reports and a donor portal so a donor
may access his fund at anytime.
These are only a partial listing of advantages of establishing a fund. If you have a heart for supporting a
few special charities, or many, that beneSit the wellbeing of society, I strongly advise taking the time to
study the possibilities available. You may Sind the Wyandot County Community Foundation a simpler way
to manage the support of charities of your choice now and upon your death. No doubt there are
situations where a Foundation may not be applicable and does not Sit one’s life’s mission. Each of us
makes decisions that best Sits our circumstances.

Grant Program

Grant Funding was made possible by distributions from the
•Charles & Jean Gottfried Community Fund
•Wyandot County Community Foundation Fund
•Profits from Dueling Pianos Fund Raising Event

Thank You

Community Partners
for providing labor and
materials to supplement
grant awards.

Soil &Water Conservation District made the
Gottfried Nature Center handicapped accessible
by replacing uneven brick sidewalks and gravel
entrance with a new concrete walkway. — $2000
East Elementary Parent Teacher
Organization purchased Recycled
Plastic Octagon Tables for their
newly constructed
Outdoor
Learning Center — $2035

S y c a m o r e Vo l u n t e e r F i r e
Department & EMS purchased
Batteries and a Charging Station
for their Zoll Autopulse
Defibrillator and trained
their
volunteers on the use of the
equipment. — $1500

10
Grants Awarded
$13,141.00

Hannah’s House replaced Kitchen, Dining Room
& Bathroom Flooring in their facility with a
Foundation Grant and help from Community
Partners. —$1000

Scholarships

The Wyandot County Community Foundation
awarded more than $21,000 in scholarships for
the 2018-2019 school year to Upper Sandusky,
Carey, Riverdale, Mohawk and Wynford
graduates.
Goodman Scholastic Award Fund for Upper
Sandusky High School
Ms. Alivia Oney
Charles and Jean Gottfried Scholarship
Ms. Abigail Thiel, Upper Sandusky High School
Ms. Rachel Herring, Upper Sandusky High School
Ms. Alivia Oney, Upper Sandusky High School
Ms. Sydney Arend, Carey High School
Charles and Jean Gottfried Scholarship Renewal
Ms. Sydney Ferguson, The Ohio State University
Ms. Leah Crawford, Kent State University
Ms. Adriane Weininger, Otterbein University
Ms. Jenna Coffman, The Ohio State University
Andy Koehler Medical Scholarship
Ms. Alivia Oney, Upper Sandusky High School
Robert P. Lee Memorial Scholarship
Ms. Jordan Franz, Upper Sandusky High School
Agnes Lutz Scholarship
Ms. Sarah Evans, Riverdale High School
Mr. Avery Melroy, Riverdale High School
Christina L. Minehart Scholarship
Ms. Danielle Thiel, Upper Sandusky High School
The Dwain Sayre Agricultural Honor Scholarship
Mr. Trent Baum, Mohawk High School
Mr. Alex Bollinger, Mohawk High School
Martha Stephan Weaver & Rita Stephan Stangby
Scholarship
Ms. Katelyn Lewis, Upper Sandusky High School

17
Scholarships
Awarded in 2019

2019 Contributions and Dedications

James W. Geary and Linda L. Geary
Endowment Fund for Upper Sandusky
Parks and Urban Forestry
Tom Hilderbrand

Charles A. & Jean K. Gottfried Community
Fund
Trigo Inc.

Charles & Jean Gottfried Scholarship
Fund
Trigo Inc.

Andy Koehler Medical Scholarship Fund
William M. Clark
Tom & Alice Hilderbrand
David Koehler

Robert P. Lee Memorial Scholarship
Larry & Adele Cattran
Boeing Your Cause LLC
Rueben & Mary Debolt
Kathleen Emerine
Ronald & Betty Kleinlein
Paul Kotterman
Sharon Lee
Karen & Bruce Merle
Cory Miller
Robert Lee Memorial 3-on-3
Tournament
Michael & Sandra Orians
Dave & Karen Plott
Tim & Janis Santschi
Dr. Beverly Smith
Jan Schnepp Wentz
In Memory of HF Schnepp
Gary & Linda Young
Michael & Connie Young

Christina L. Minehart Scholarship Fund
Bruce and Kathleen Ashcraft
Katie Inniger
Kenneth & Sally Rider
Robert & Susan Roush
In Memory fo Rebecca Minehart
Jeﬀrey Bowen
Gary & Helen Cole
Mark & Patsy Evans
Byron & Marilyn Lehman

Daniel & Renee Lucas
Mike & Carolyn McPherson
James & Rebecca Osborne
Bruce & Denise Pontious
Roth & Bacon Attorneys at Law
Robert & Susan Roush
Ray & Jeanette Smith
Thad Widner

The Dwain Sayre Agricultural Honor
Scholarship Fund
Dwain Sayre

Dwain & Marilyn Sayre Fund

T. Dwain Sayre
In Memory of Marilyn Sayre

Wyandot County Community Foundation
Fund
Anonymous
Bess Blvd Real Estate Company LTD
Sara Lou Binau
Community First Bank
Jean Curlis
Tom and Kathy Creger
Clara Ekleberry
Joseph & Erin D’Ettore
Dick & Pat Eyestone
First Citizens National Bank
First Federal Bank of the Midwest
First National Bank of Sycamore
Charles & Jean Gottfried
David and Barbara Gottfried
Paul Grygier & Joanne Gilmore
Jane Hunter
John & Kristin Joseph
Ronald & Betty Kleinlein
Diana McDonald
Mark & Patricia Murphy
Dr. Beverly Smith
Randy & Sherri Sorg
Stombaugh-Batton Funeral Home
Brian & Elaine Tschanen
David F. Thome
Wyandot County Community
Foundation Operations
Sara Lou Binau
Charles and Jean Gottfried
Dr. Beverly Smith

DO YOU WANT YOUR STORY TO LIVE ON THROUGH OTHERS?
Planning your philanthropic giving takes time and thought. You will want your gifts to reflect your beliefs and values
in life. The Wyandot County Community Foundation offers many advantages that may help you in your decisionmaking process.
Donors Can Choose from a Variety of Investment Vehicles
The Wyandot County Community Foundation is entrusted to support projects that have a community focus, based on
community needs. Depending on personal interests, donors may select to put their dollars to work in any of a variety of
Fund types within the Foundation. The following are examples of the types of Funds you may wish to create.
Designated Funds: Specially created Funds may be designed to accomplish your charitable goals. The investment
earnings from these Funds may be used to support one or more specific charitable organizations. The Fund will be
operated as a permanent endowment and the investment earnings will be regularly distributed to the organization
specified when the Fund is created.
Donor-Advised Funds: This type of Fund allows the donor(s) to select a charitable organization(s) that reflect their
beliefs and values to receive annual distributions. The donor determines advisors of the Fund.
Endowment Funds: A nonprofit organization or governmental entity may choose to establish an endowment Fund or
may decide to place its own endowment Fund under the auspices of the Wyandot County Community Foundation. The
investment earnings can then be regularly returned to the agency or reinvested in the principal to build assets for the
future.
Scholarship Funds: Special Funds are designated to provide opportunities to help people of all ages continue their
education.
Community Needs Funds: These Funds are established with the idea that the Wyandot County Community Foundation
will monitor the charitable needs of the community and allocate resources through an annual grant selection process.
Methods of Giving
A cash gift
Donations of appreciated publicly-traded securities are accepted. This avoids a capital gains tax and allows the
maximum tax deduction for the full market value of the gift.
A bequest in your will is a simple way to leave a lasting legacy.
A life insurance policy can name the Foundation as the owner and/or beneficiary of the policy.
Retirement Fund accounts are often your largest asset. All or part of these assets can be given to the Foundation during
your lifetime or at your death.
Real estate can be donated to the Foundation and deducted at full market value, up to 30% of your adjusted gross
income.
A charitable remainder trust allows you or other named beneficiaries to receive lifetime income. Upon your death, the
remaining principal creates a Fund at the Foundation.
•
•
•
•

All gifts are tax-deductible to the fullest extent allowed by law.
A variety of Fund types are available to meet your philanthropic needs.
Designated Funds can provide annual income to a variety of charitable organizations in accordance with your wishes.
Community Needs Funds support the ever-changing needs of the community, providing maximum assurance a Fund
will remain timely and relevant.
• Funds are invested and managed by the Toledo Community Foundation.
• Professional staff from the Toledo Foundation are available to meet with donors and their financial advisors to
discuss benefits and services available to meet individual charitable objectives.
If you are interested in learning more about establishing a Fund please reach out to any of our board members or call
the office at 419-294-3556.
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yandot County Community Foundation
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419-294-4326
wyandotfoundaton@gmail.com
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Our Mission
The Wyandot County Community Foundation is a
public charitable organization created to enrich the
quality of life for individuals and families of Wyandot
County, Ohio.
The Foundation’s purposes are to:
• develop a permanent endowment for Wyandot County
citizens
• assess and respond to changing community needs
• serve as a mechanism for donors at all levels of charitable giving
• provide financial assistance to groups that most significantly will meet the
educational, cultural, health, social service and recreational needs of the people of
Wyandot County, and
• provide leadership on vital issues affecting Wyandot County.

